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Introduction
The Norman Beischer Medical Research Foundation (NBMRF) ABN 26 005 864 282 invites
applications for its 2027 Innovation Grants, which are designed to actively support research
into obstetrics, gynaecology and neonatology for the prevention, control and treatment of
diseases and conditions related to these areas of women’s health.  

We do this by funding clinically based scientific research by leading and emerging researchers
with the intention that this research will educate and inform best practice in these areas of
medicine globally.

The objectives of the Innovation Grants are to: 
support highly innovative research in the fields of obstetrics, gynaecology and neonatal
medicine
invest in the highest quality researchers and projects
provide seed funding to support and foster early-stage projects, with the potential to
secure major external funding in the future, particularly from bodies such as the NHMRC.

Purpose and Scope of Funding
Innovation Grants provide funding for up to one year. The NBMRF Research Committee may
consider funding applications for subsequent years provided the outcome of the initial grant
research meets expectations and requires further investigation. Projects must be aimed at
improving women’s reproductive health or the health of babies and infants, through clinically
based scientific research. Priority will be given to human clinical studies that evaluate the
efficacy and safety of therapies or interventions.

Eligibility Criteria
Applications are open to researchers at all career stages, including clinicians, scientists,
nurses, midwives, and technicians, provided they are affiliated with an Australian hospital,
university, or research institution. The Principal Investigator (PI) must be located in Victoria,
although collaborative projects involving institutions or researchers from outside Victoria are
eligible.

The application must be submitted on behalf of an eligible Victorian hospital, research institute
or university that has charitable status by law, which will receive and administer the grant. The
eligible institution nominated in the application must endorse the project, if successful  by
signing the Norman Beischer Medical Research Foundation  Funding Agreement.
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Types of Projects Funded
NBMRF supports innovative projects in the areas of obstetrics, gynaecology, and neonatal care
that have a strong clinical research foundation. Projects involving surgical procedures,
diagnostics, medications, biologics, medical devices, and patient education systems are all
within scope.  Applications for projects that are already fully funded, or that duplicate existing or
pending grants, will not be considered. However, the Foundation is willing to support specific,
discrete components of larger projects that are not otherwise funded, provided this is clearly
outlined in the application.

Use of Funds
Grant funds may be used for researcher and research assistant salaries, consumables, and
equipment directly related to the research. Expenses such as secretarial assistance, personal
computers, open access publishing  and travel are not eligible. Full disclosure of all current and
pending sources of funding must be made, and NBMRF reserves the right to withdraw or adjust
its support in cases of overlap with other grants. Any equipment purchased with use of these
funds, will remain the property of the Australian hospital, university, or research institution with
the aim of providing ongoing benefit to the research conducted in these Institutions.

Application Process
Applicants must complete and submit the official Innovation Grant Application Template,
available at www.nbmrf.org.au/grants. All submissions must be emailed to
admin@nbmrf.org.au by 12 noon on Thursday, 13 August 2026.

The Principal Investigator will act as the Research Project Coordinator (RPC), responsible for
project oversight, all communications with NBMRF, and the timely submission of all reports. 
A two-page CV for the RPC must accompany the application, including a written disclosure of
any actual or perceived conflict of interest must be declared.

Applicants must disclose any material use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) or Generative AI
technologies in the preparation of this application. By submitting this application, the applicant
confirms that:

any AI-assisted content has been reviewed, verified, and approved by the applicant;
the applicant retains full responsibility for the accuracy, integrity, originality, and legality of
all submitted material;
confidential, commercially sensitive, personal, clinical, Indigenous, or unpublished
information has not been improperly disclosed to public AI systems.

Applications are reviewed by the NBMRF Research Committee, which makes funding
recommendations to the Board. The Norman Beischer Medical Research Foundation will not
provide reasons to any candidate as to why they were not awarded an Innovation Grant.
Applicants will be notified of the outcome by Thursday, 1 October 2026.
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Research Ethics & Governance
All funded research must comply with the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human
Research (2023) and the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (2018).
Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC) approval is mandatory prior to fund disbursement.
If animal research is approved, appropriate ethics approvals must also be provided. Any HREC
decisions that affect the conduct of the project must be communicated to NBMRF.

Project Commencement & Variation
Projects must commence by 1 January 2027, with the option to delay the start date by up to six
months (no later than 30 June 2027), subject to prior approval. Requests for delays beyond six
months will only be approved in exceptional cases, such as for health or parental leave
reasons. Any variations to the approved project, including delivery of final project report,  must
be submitted at least 60 business days before the end of the funding period.

Reporting Requirements
A final project report must be submitted by the 30  April of the following year, detailing key
outcomes and future impact.

th

Financial reporting is mandatory. If funds remain unspent at the time of financial reporting,
NBMRF may request return of unspent funds. 

A final financial statement is required upon project completion and the NBMRF may audit 1 in
every 10 awarded grants to ensure the figures provided are correct and justified.

All publications, presentations, and media arising from the funded research must acknowledge
the support of NBMRF. Copies of journal articles, theses, and conference presentations must
be provided. Media releases must be submitted for review and approval prior to publication,
and the official NBMRF logo must be used appropriately.

Non compliance with any of the above requirements may preclude future grant funding
eligibility of the Principal Investigator and Co-Investigators for a period of 5 years.
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Intellectual Property 
Unless otherwise agreed in writing, all intellectual property (IP) and data arising from or
developed, whether wholly or in part, through funding provided by the Foundation shall vest in
the relevant administering Supporting Institution.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, in certain circumstances the Foundation may wish to negotiate
an interest in such intellectual property and/or data, including, but not limited to, the right to
receive a royalty stream or to hold an equity or ownership interest. In such cases, the
Foundation may enter into a formal agreement with the Applicant and the Supporting
Institution outlining the specific terms of such interest, including any applicable rights to
revenue, ownership percentages, and obligations relating to the commercialisation or use of
the intellectual property and data.

Where the Foundation intends to retain any ownership interest in the intellectual property or
data arising from the Grant, it shall be a condition precedent to the disbursement of the Grant
that a binding agreement in respect of such ownership is executed by all relevant parties prior
to the execution of the Standard Innovation Grant Conditions.

Privacy and Confidentiality
NBMRF respects the privacy of all applicants in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) and
the Australian Privacy Principles. Information contained in applications will be regarded as
confidential. Applicants consent to the information supplied as part of their application being
disclosed for the purposes of the evaluation and administration of the grant. Such disclosure
includes, but is not limited to, members of the Research Committee, relevant employees of the
Norman Beischer Medical Research Foundation and the Directors and Members of the Norman
Beischer Medical Research Foundation. 

Applicants acknowledge that announcement of the awarding of an Innovation Grant will involve
the dissemination of information to the public about the general nature of the Innovation Grant
and with agreed detail about the successful applicant.

Contact Information
For further information or to discuss a potential multi-year application, please contact:

Sarah Conron
Chief Executive Officer, NBMRF

0424 026 444
admin@nbmrf.org.au
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